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American	North	Country	Cheviot	Sheep	Association		

Hall	of	Fame	
1993		 John	Goater,	Jr.	,		Orono,	ME*		 Don	Kessi,	Blodgett,	OR*	
1993		 Pete	&	Paige	Walters,		Iowa	City,	IA*	
1995		 Doug	Chambers	,		Salem,	OR*		 Denver	Gandee,		Spencer,	WV	
1999		 Jim	Davidson,		Round	Pond,	ME		 Relly	Fowler,		Niota,	IL	
1999		 J.	McKinney	Willis,		Easton,	MD	
2001		 Martin	Macqueen,		Covington,	VA		 Lawrence	Reimers,	Courtenay,	ND*	
2003		 Merle	Light,		Fargo,	ND*		 William	W	Stephen,	Calgary,	Canada*	
2005		 Donald	G.	Barker,	Calgary,	Canada*		 Arthur	V.	Roy		Tustin,	MI*	
2007		 Sheldon	Jake	Holmes,	Maine*		 Patrick	Hoole		Vancouver,	Canada*	
2011		 Don	&	Sandy	Thomas,	Walkerton,	IN				Bonnie	Henny,		Brooks,	OR	
2014		 Joe	Schoettmer,		Greensburg,	IN* 

  *	Indicates	deceased 



 STRENGTHS OF THE NORTH COUNTRY 
The North Country is an intelligent, tough, resourceful sheep that produces both a 
superior lamb crop.  It has outstanding crossbreeding ability and can be used as 
either the sire or the dam breed. The resulting lambs from crossbreeding to meat 
breeds have superior carcasses. It is a big, long, rugged hill sheep, not bred for the 
show ring, but for production, under adverse conditions. Lambs are born alert and 
active and the ewes have a very strong mothering instinct and are exceptionally 
good milkers. These sheep will do well in hills and rough terrain where other sheep 
do poorly. Our Association motto is: THE BREED THAT THRIVES WHERE 
OTHERS SURIVIVE. 

Adaptability: North Countrys have outstanding adaptability. They were bred to 
survive a cold, wet, hilly environment, yet our breeders are successfully raising them 
in warm, humid southern areas. They will feed on either poor or lush pastures. They 
enjoy rough terrain and are efficient browsers. 

Constitution: They are strong, hardy and long-lived. The ewes lamb easily.  The 
lambs are born alert and active. 

Cross Breeding Ability: While an excellent sheep in itself, the North Country is 
also an ideal crossing sheep. When used with a fast maturing meat breed, the lambs 
produced yield a fine carcass with a high percentage of lean meat. The North 
Country can be used as either a sire or the dam. The rams are very active breeders. 

Prolificacy: Up to and over 100 percent lamb crops in poor conditions and up to 
200 percent in good conditions can be expected. Well-grown ewe lambs can be bred 
without harm to their future performance. 

Temperament: The North Country is intelligent and spirited, but can be handled by 
4-H and FFA youth successfully. 

Milk: The ewe is an excellent milker. She has a strong, protective mothering 
instinct. 

Carcass: The lambs have a high quality, fine-grained meat with a high proportion of 
lean meat. The lambs are slower to mature than meat breeds.   At three to four 
months of age a first class North Country lamb could yield a carcass of around 45 
pounds. 

Size: Live weight of an adult ewe in good condition is around 180 pounds. A mature 
ram will weigh around 300 pounds on good ground. 

Wool: Fleeces range from 4 to 10 pounds in weight depending on the condition of 
the animal. The wool is white, free from curl, hair and kemp. It has a spongy feel 
and good loft. The average staple length is 4-5 inches and the Bradford count is 50-
56. This wool is used in the Scottish tweed trade.  Good North Country wool is a 
favorite of hand spinners. 



 North Country Cheviot Origins in Scotland… (Breed History) 
 
 The northern latitude of Scotland has a long and trying winter, and 
the summer is often short and cool. It is under these very difficult conditions 
that the North Country was developed. 
 In 1791, Sir John Sinclair brought 500 "long hill" ewes from the 
Cheviot Hills near the English border, to the counties of Caithness and 
Sutherland in the north of Scotland. He named these sheep "Cheviots" after 
the hill area from which they originated. Later on another hill breed was 
introduced into the ranges of central Scotland. Thus the Scottish Blackface 
created a definite separation between northern counties of Caithness and the 
Sutherland, and the border region in southern Scotland. Most authorities 
speculate that both English and Border leicesters may have been introduced 
into the North County Cheviots at this time. The result was a larger sheep, 
that had longer fleece, and a sheep that matured earlier. Currently the North 
Country is about twice the size of its southern relative.  
 In 1912, Caithness and Sutherland breeders formed the North Country 
Sheep Breeders Association, to manage shows and sales. In 1945 this 
organization was reformed into existing North Country Cheviot Sheep Society, 
for registration, exporting, promotion and breed improvement. 
 North Country Cheviots were first imported into North America in 1944 
when Mr. W.A.M.M. Innes helped arrange the importation of ten ewes and 
two rams to MacDonald College in Quebec. These animals were the gift of 
Scottish breeders to the college. The offspring of this small flock made such a 
favorable impression in eastern Canada that in 1949 Mr. J.W. Graham of the 
Canadian Federal Department of Agriculture was asked to go to Scotland and 
select 51 ewes and five rams. By 1953 several more shipments totaling 120 
head had arrived, and some of these were used to establish flocks on the 
Maritime Provinces.  
 North Country Cheviots were exported from Scotland only to Canada 
and then after specific quarantine regulations, imported to breeders in the 
United States. These first imports into the US were along the northern border 
states and as far south as Virginia. In the late 1950's, Don Kessi of Eddyville, 
OR, was a pioneer in the breed and the Kessi family has been producing and 
promoting these sheep for over 50 years. In the Dakota states an early 
breeder, Laurence Reimers along with North Dakota State University as an 
active breeder until the 1980's. Jim Davidison of New England area states was 
a long time producer. With the rapid growth, The American North Country 
Cheviot Sheep Association was formed in 1962 and reestablished in 1976. 



The North Country Cheviot Breed  
Standard/Score Card    Adopted 2004 

The North Country Cheviot (N.C.C.) is 
a distinct breed of white sheep native 
to Northern Scotland. The North 
American version has a different 
appearance, but our Breed Standards 
remain. 
 
General Appearance: N.C.C. has an 
alert, bold look with an erect ear, on a 
chalk white-haired head upon a deep, 
broad, long, white, woolen body. 
 
HEAD:  
Covered with short glossy white hair, 
long erect ears, a slightly to 
moderately long Roman nose distinctly 
characterize a North Country. Wool 
should not come beyond the back of 
the poll on top nor beyond the back 
edge of the jaw. Nostrils are full and 
black. Eyes should have a black 
outline. The mouth should have the 
lower front teeth squarely meet the 
upper dental pad. N.C.C. are hornless, 
but lightly colored scurs are permitted 
in exceptional rams. Long, all-white 
ears are preferred, dark spots on the 
ears and poll no larger than 3/4 inch 
in diameter are permitted. 
 
NECK:  
N.C.C. have strong necks of medium 
length that taper smoothly to the 
shoulders.  
 
SHOULDERS:  
These sheep have good width 
between shoulder blades, which are 
meaty and even higher than the back 
line. The rams have muscular 
shoulders and forearms. 

CHEST: 
The chest should be broad and deep 
with ample room between forelegs and 
with slightly less width and depth than 
hindquarters in females. 
 
BACK:  
The back should be as straight as 
possible, (except shoulders are often 
high), the rest should be strong, wide 
and well fleshed. The rump is level, 
well out to the dock. 
 
RIBS:  
The ribs should follow the broad and 
deep chest, well-sprung and deep. 
 
LEGS:  
The legs are covered with short white 
hair below the wool line. The hooves 
are black. N.C.C. is known for its 
heavy muscled rear legs. The legs 
have strong pasterns and are medium 
long in proportion to size. The thighs 
are full to the shank, firm and meaty 
on the inner face, with obvious 
muscularity on the outer, or stifle 
region. 
 
FLEECE:  
The white fleece is light shrinking, not 
hard, but has a spongy feel. It is free 
from curl, hair, and kemp. Wool 
grades of 1/4 to 3/8 blood, 50 to 56 
count. 
 
SIZE:  
Mature rams should weigh 225 lbs. 
and up. Mature ewes should weigh 
175 lbs. and up. 



FAULTS:  
Wool between ears and on the cheeks; 
More than three grades of fleece; 
Excessive kemp; Pink around the eyes; 
Large or excessive black spots on 
head, ears, or legs; A mottled or 
speckled nose; Short ears or ears that 
point other than erect 
 
SERIOUS DEFECTS:  
Pink nose; Brown hair on legs or head; 
Black spots in wool; Excessive wrinkles 
in neck or shoulders; Splayed hooves; 
Poor hair or bald on ears or poll; 
Testicles too low 
 
DISQUALIFICATIONS:  
In judging breeding livestock, certain 
rules should always apply. The stock 
should be sound, healthy, and 
breeding ready. The following list of 
disqualifications should not be brought 
to the fair. Parrot mouth 

(prognathism), Hernia, umbilical, 
inguinal, scrotal, etc. Split scrotum, 
Rams with one testicle, Ewes with one 
teat or less, Black wool spots larger 
than a silver dollar, Black sheep or 
badger marked sheep, Sheep with 
infectious and contagious disease: Foot 
rot, Caseous lymphadentitis 
(abscesses), Skin fungus, Soremouth, 
Excessive cough and snotty nose 
 
Compiled in part by Doug Chambers, 
Salem, Oregon with use of the following 
sources: Allen Fraser's Sheep 
Husbandry & Diseases; The American 
North Country Cheviot & Score Card 
prepared by John Goater, Jim Davidson, 
Don Kessi, et al; The North Country 
Cheviot handbooks issued by the North 
Country Cheviot Sheep Society, 
Scotland, Alex Murray; Letter, dated 
March 20th , 1977 from W.A.A.M. 
Innes, Vilna, Alberta 

Pasture Raised Breeding Stock 

Purebred North Country Cheviots & Commercial Crossbreds 



FEE SCHEDULE FOR MEMBERS 
 Annual Membership (due each year) (Junior members no charge)$10.00 
 Certificate of Registration—within one year of birth  ················· $5.00 
       After one year of birth ········································· $10.00 
 Duplicate Certificate—lost or destroyed ································ $4.00 
      Imported Application for registration ································· $10.00 
 American Imported Consignment Sale Fee ·························· $30.00 
 Canadian Imported Consignment Fee ································· $20.00 
 Transfers—within 90 days of sale ········································ $3.00 
                 After 90 days of sale  ············································ $6.00 
 First Time Memberships: U.S. (Senior) ······························· $15.00 
                 Canadian ························································· $15.00 
                 Junior Member (under age 19) ·························· No Charge 
 Extended Pedigree—4 Generation ····································· $20.00 
 Special Naming of Individual animal  
  (max. 25 letters & numbers ) extra ································ $2.00 
 All Work marked RUSH   
  plus appropriate mailing and/or fax charges ·············· Double Fee 
 NON-Member Fees ·················································· Double Fee 
(All Fees Payable in U.S. Dollars Only)                                   Revised January 2013 



2017 National Junior Champion run, Emmett Samson’s Champion Yearling 
Ewe & Henny Kid’s Spring Ewe Lamb, Reserve Champion 





 




